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BOOK TRAILERS

By Barbara and Tim Boyer



WHY BOOK TRAILERS?

Encourages succinct writing

Enhances imagery details in summarizing

Allows for differentiation

Allows for refinement

Make books come to life

Process is fun



2ND GRADE PLANT BOOK 
TRAILER



How to Make a Book Trailer
2nd Grade

Complete Sheet
Fill out the sheet as if you would be talking.  Write exactly what you are going to say.  
Use words that gives pictures in people’s mind.  Use different details in each section.  
Decide on what pictures from the book would best show what your words say. Decide on 
who is going to say what.  Practice saying it out loud.

***(Teachers do) Scan in pages.  Save as jpeg.  Drag group to iphoto. 

Iphoto
Edit pictures to what you want to be shown in the movie.

Imovie
Create an opening slide using the text box.-type in opening credits.  Click on media 
box and then drag the pictures in order on the sheet.  Click on the cogwheels to 
adjust the slide time to 8 or 10 seconds and apply to all (easier to shorten to match 
the voice).  Students then click on microphone and click to where they want the voice 
to start and record.  

Hints:  Practice the moving of microphone and sheet so that the reading is fluent.

Export with Quicktime
Join together for a longer movie.
Upload to video portal
Import them into the blog!



Sample 
Instruction 
List from 

2nd Grade



4TH GRADE SOCIAL ISSUES



How to Make a Book Trailer
4th Graders

Complete the Sheet
Fill out sheet that helps you summarize your book and describe the types of 
pictures that you might need.

Iphoto
Using Image quest (or yahoo images if necessary), look for pictures and import 
them directly into iPhoto by dragging them to the icon. If you are using a 
different computer, then save pictures to a USB. Import pictures in iPhoto. 
Edit pictures here before importing into imovie.

Imovie.  
Add pictures in order  the order . Make them about 10 seconds long.  Click on 
microphone and read your script. Adjust your picture to your words.
Share –export using Quicktime. to the desktop.

Putting on the Blog
You might need to iSquint your video to make it smaller. Upload your movie to 
the portal.   Then insert in your blog.



Sample 
Instruction 
List for 4th 

Grade 



•All pictures into Iphoto

•Open imovie and click on camera to find pictures 
from iphoto

•Select all pictures and drag them to the project area

•Make each slide 14 seconds

•Click on each slide and add voice

Imovie Instructions..........



POWERPOINT EXAMPLES 
FOR MS AND HS



RUBRIC EXAMPLES 
THE INTERNET IS FULL...



Text







Copyright: Your book trailer must adhere to copyright laws. All work must be original or permission must have been 
obtained for borrowed images and/or music.
Hook

Has opening hook that draws in the audience.
Opening is somewhat engaging.
Opening is conventional.
Opening is vague and unfocused or distracting.

Body
Tells enough to make the story interesting, but doesn't give away the ending. Is true to the book. All details chosen enhance the 
mood and purpose.
Tells enough to make the story interesting but doesn’t give away the ending. Is true to the book. Most details enhance the mood and 
purpose.
Attempts to include details that make the story interesting but does not convey the essence of the book.
Tells too much of the story and/or includes details that are unimportant and/or misleading about the essence of the book.

Conclusion
Uses a conclusion that makes us want to read the book.
Conclusion is satisfying but not tantalizing.
Conclusion is conventional.
Conclusion is anti-climactic.

Audiotrack
(Music and/or narration)
Audiotrack stirs a rich emotional response. Consistency in presentation.
Audiotrack stirs an emotional response. Consistency in presentation.
Audiotrack at times stirs an emotional response, but is not consistently effective.
Audiotrack is distracting and/or used inappropriately.

Technical Expertise
Proficient use of chosen technology that enhances the mood and purpose.
Adequate use of technology that attempts to convey the mood and purpose.
Some technical difficulties that at times may detract from the mood and purpose.
Many technical difficulties and/or use of technology that detracts from mood and purpose.

Economy
Sequential composition; succinct; images create an atmosphere and/or tone, and may communicate symbolism and/or metaphors. 
Adheres to time limit – 
3 minute maximum.
Sequential composition; succinct; images create an atmosphere and/or tone. Adheres to time limit.
Sequential composition; images are controlled/logical, but do not create a consistent atmosphere/tone. Adheres to time limit.
Composition is NOT sequential and/or does not adhere to time limit.

Example  from 
Broward County, FL







MAKE AND TAKE TIME

Make a book trailer to advertise books

download book covers from memory sticks and place in 
a folder on desktop (SLN... use graphics from Server

Mac-drag to iphoto, for internet programs like Animoto 
or Powerpoint leave on Desktop.

Drag photos into Imovie or other slide program.

Write script to go along with pictures.

Record voice.  Add in transitions. Present!


